
SOC 3411: SOCIOLOGY OF GENDER 
Spring 2016 

Monday/Wednesday 2:00-3:50 PM 
Meiklejohn Hall, Rm. 2090  

 
Instructor: Natalie Ingraham, MPH, PhD(c) 
Office: MI 3103 
Office Hours: Wednesday 1p-2p, Monday by appointment 
Email: natalie.ingraham@csueastbay.edu (this is the best way to reach me) 
 
Course Description: 
This course is designed as an introductory overview to the sociological study of gender. 
We will cover a variety of topics including gender socialization, gender in education, 
politics, family structures, communication, intimate relationships, employment, crime, 
spirituality, and health. This course will teach you how to critically explore and discuss 
gender from a sociological perspective. In addition to developing critical thinking skills, 
this course should enable you to better understand how you own interests, values, and 
social locations shape your attitudes and behaviors. Sex and gender shape our lives from 
birth; though having typically male or female genitalia is a biological fact (for most), the 
social meaning attributed to it – what we call gender – is socially constructed. In this 
class, we will explore the ways in which gender is socially constructed and the 
implications this process has for men and women. By looking across time, place, class, 
race, ethnicity, and age, we will learn that gender can have distinct meanings in disparate 
social settings. We will pay special attention to how gender difference translates into 
gender inequality. 
 
Student Learning Outcomes: 
1. Understand the causes of social inequities in gendered experiences. You will learn how 
systems of privilege organized around race, class, and sexual orientation intersect with 
gender. 
2. Think critically about how gender shapes social life at both individual and structural 
levels. 
3. Effectively communicate what you have learned about the sociology of gender in both 
written and oral form. 
4. Read and evaluate scholarly research on gender. 
5. Use your sociological education outside of the classroom and into your everyday life. 
 
Links to Program Learning Outcomes and Institutional Learning Outcomes: 

• SLO – Knowledge Integration and Synthesis – 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 
• SLO – Professional Demeanor and Ethical Behavior – 4, 5 
• ILO – Thinking and Reasoning – 2, 4 
• ILO – Diversity – 1, 2, 3, 4 
• ILO – Sustainability – 4, 5 

 



COURSE REQUIREMENTS: 
 
Required Text: 

1. Wade, Lisa & Ferree, Myra Marx. 2015. Gender: Ideas, Interactions, Institutions. 
New York: W.W. Norton & Company.  

 
Attendance and Participation: Students are responsible for all material covered in 
lecture, including announcements. You will be expected to integrate materials from 
lecture and readings on assignments. Please do not enroll in this class if you will not be 
able to attend the lectures regularly. If you must miss, please make arrangements with 
another student for notes.  
 
Sharing what you know is of course welcome, but what is as important to share is what 
you think and feel and sense about the readings and lectures. Therefore, among the most 
valuable kinds of contributions are questions about the material and what seem to be its 
key ideas, questions posed to other students about their comments, requests for 
clarification, speaking up when something doesn’t feel or sound quite right. You will 
note that these kinds of contributions are all aimed at stimulating and engaging in 
conversation with each other. We will discuss several sensitive social issues in the 
course, so, collegiality and respect are expected of each student.  
 
Students with Disabilities: I am committed to providing assistance to help you be 
successful in this course. Reasonable accommodations are available for students with a 
documented disability. If you have a disability and may need accommodations to fully 
participate in this class, please visit Accessibility Services. All accommodations MUST 
be approved through Disability Services 510-885-3868 (Hayward Campus) or email us at 
as@csueastbay.edu. You can also request more information here: https://csueastbay-
accommodate.symplicity.com/public_accommodation/ 
 
Email Etiquette: The best way to contact me is through email: 
natalie.ingraham@csueastbay.edu  Make sure to write “Sociology 3411” in the subject 
line. Please do not email me to let me know that you will be absent, unless, of course 
there is some sort of emergency or illness. Email questions should be short and to the 
point. If you miss class, please contact a classmate for notes rather than e-mailing me 
directly. 	  
 
Academic Dishonesty includes, but is not limited to: 

• cheating, which includes possessing unauthorized sources of information during 
examinations, copying the work of others, permitting others to copy your work, 
submitting work done by others, completing assignments for others, altering work 
after grading and subsequently submitting it for re-grading, submitting the same 
work for two or more classes without the permission of all instructors involved, or 
retaining materials that you have been instructed to return to your instructor; 

• plagiarism, which includes taking the words, ideas, or substance of another and 
either copying or paraphrasing the work without giving credit to the source 
through appropriate use of footnotes, quotation marks, or reference citations; 



Any plagiarized assignments or cheating will result in zero points (an “F”). You can read 
the full university policy here.  

Laptops: Laptops will be provisionally allowed; I prefer that you take written notes.  
 
Phones: Please put away all phones and refrain from checking them during class. 
Participation points will be lost for continued cell phone use during class. 
 
Readings: You are expected to read all assigned readings before class. This is critical as 
class is predominately based on discussion around the readings. Not reading beforehand 
will lead to a failure to participate and an inability to understand the material on the 
exams. I also recommend preparing questions about the readings for class as a method to 
review the reading. 
 
Policy on Late Assignments and Incompletes: 
Assignments are to be turned in at the beginning of the hour, in class on the date that 
they are due. Late papers will be penalized one grade (e.g., A becomes A-) for each 
calendar day they are late. Papers received on the day they are due, but after class begins, 
will also be considered one day late. Note that I do not accept papers turned in by e-mail 
attachment. Papers submitted after the due date will be considered “turned in” on the day 
that I actually physically receive them.  
 
If you experience an emergency that interferes with a deadline, speak to me directly 
before the assignment is due, and provide sufficient documentation of the reason for your 
absence. (Note that printer or computer problems do not constitute an emergency!) 
 
Class Norms 
Because the assignments in this class will require us all to confront issues that can affect 
us in very personal ways, it is important create and maintain a safe environment where 
our discussions can remain open.  Therefore, I propose the following class norms: 
 
1. Use “I” language.  We all are a part of several collectives, but when you speak, please 
speak from your experience.  
2. Respect everyone’s experiences.   
3. Be mindful of the space you take up. Know when to speak up and know when to take a 
step (or more) back. Your voice needs to be heard, but no more than anyone else’s voice.  
4. Be gracious. All people make mistakes, so be sure to be as gracious to the person 
making the mistake as you would have that person be to you. 
5. Take responsibility for all of your learning and unlearning. We can not be blamed for 
the misinformation we have learned, but we will be held responsible for repeating 
misinformation after we have learned otherwise. 
6. Ask questions, but be open to the responses. You may be uncomfortable, but you 
should feel safe enough to ask. Our society makes room for ignorance, but we must be 
able to hear a/the truth. 
7. Maintain confidentiality at others’ requests. 
 



If you have any questions, concerns, or suggestions regarding these class norms, please 
address them in class or with me privately as soon as possible. 
 
Assignments (200 points): 
 
Assignment due dates are also listed in the course outline below. No email assignment 
submissions will be accepted unless otherwise specified. 
 
1. In Class Assignments (40 points @ 8 points each): 
These 5 (five) assignments will build your individual research skills and discussion skills 
using group-based work to discuss news articles or media related to the topic for that 
week. To get credit for these assignments, you must be present in class. Students with an 
excused absence will be given a more challenging, essay-style make-up assignment.  
 
2. Building Research Skills Essay (20 points)  
After an in class discussion on accessing and properly citing research resources in 
sociology, you will use the CSU EB library website/databases to locate a journal article 
that is of interest to you that presents a relationship between two (or more) facts related to 
the sociology of gender. Specific instructions are posted on BB. (Due in class) 
 
3. Class Presentations (50 points) 
Early in the semester, you will join 4-5 of your classmates to prepare and facilitate one 
class discussion over the course of the semester. You will receive these assignments 
during the first week of class. You will be graded based on quality of your presentation 
materials (20 points), your in-class presentation (20 points) and based on evaluations 
from your fellow group members (10 points). Draft presentations are due to me the 
class period before your presentation for review. 
 
4. Gender Autobiography Essays (50 points) 
Essay 1 (20 points): Write a 3-page gender autobiography. The assignment must be 
typed and double-spaced in 12pt font, with one-inch margins on all sides. Include your 
name and the title of your autobiography. Have someone else proofread what you have 
written. Submit the document on BB. 
 
Description of the assignment: Think of different roles you have occupied throughout	  
your life, such as daughter/son, girlfriend/boyfriend, student, employee, and friend and	  
consider how these roles carry gendered expectations and how you yourself have	  
inhabited the roles and enacted gender. Do you have a strong set of beliefs about	  
appropriate gender roles, or do you rarely think about how gender shapes your life? How	  
do you conform to or transgress other people’s ideas about gender? While you may use	  
anecdotes, you must include an analysis of how your beliefs and actions have been	  
shaped by your overall experience of social institutions (such as religion, the family,	  
popular culture, school). It is extremely unlikely you will be able to discuss all of the	  
roles and questions listed above; rather than attempting to talk about everything, choose a 
theme to focus on that will illuminate as much of your life as possible while permitting a	  
focused analysis. Remember, although this is autobiographical, you are writing for an	  



audience. You want your reader to be drawn in to your story, but the point is to use your	  
story to illustrate the larger conceptual issues, insofar as you understand them. 
	  
Essay 2 (30 points) This assignment takes your autobiography and makes it more 
sociological. Drawing upon your life experiences (you can expand upon them), and the 
readings for this class, please show the ways in which your identities, beliefs, and 
behaviors have been shaped by social relationships (familial, intimate, friendship, 
mentoring, collegial, etc.) and social institutions (school, religion, the family, popular 
culture, the workplace, etc.). You can either build upon your first paper, or you choose an 
entirely new theme. It is extremely unlikely that you will be able to discuss all of the 
roles and questions listed above; rather than attempting to talk about everything, choose a 
central theme to focus on that will permit a focused analysis. Your essay must include 
specific reference to at least six readings in the course. It can also refer to lecture 
material, which you would cite as “(Lecture X, DATE),” but lecture material does not 
count towards your required 6 references. The assignment must be typed (5-7 pages) and 
double-spaced in 12pt font, with one-inch margins on all sides. Include your name and 
the title of your autobiography. Have someone else proofread what you have written. 
Submit the document on BB. 
 
5. Creating Your Own Exams (30 points @ 15 points each) 
Rather than taking one of my exams, you will be responsible for writing two of your own, 
as a way to articulate your perception and comprehension of the course material. My 
objective in having you write your own exams is to have you develop and convey your 
own personal relationship with the course material. That is, what do you find most 
interesting, pertinent, or relevant about the material we read, watch, and discuss in class? 
Put another way, if you were teaching this class using the same material, what would 
your focus be? What would you want students to take away from the class? What would 
you identify as the major themes of the course upon which you would evaluate your 
class? For each exam, write 5 multiple choice/fill in the blank and 1 essay question on the 
Wade & Ferree (2015) or other posted readings. Craft your exam questions to highlight 
major themes that you find represented in these readings and convey your perception of 
and relationship to these issues in the questions and answers you provide.  
 
Your exams will be evaluated for a clearly demonstrated understanding of the course 
material, depth of reflection, integration of specific theories, thoroughness, and creativity. 
Be sure to answer your own multiple choice and essay questions and provide a brief 
explanation of the answers you provide. Your exams are to be typed, double-spaced, 
stapled, and spell/grammar checked. Submit via BB as a Word document. 
 
6. Attendance and Participation (10 points) 
Students are allowed one excused absence (I don’t need to see documentation unless you 
will miss several weeks of class). Excessive absence could also result in being dropped as 
this class fills quickly. Being late to class is disruptive and results in you missing 
information. If you decide to discontinue this course, it is your responsibility to drop the 
course by the deadline in order to avoid receiving a grade of F. Sign in sheets to track 



attendance and participation in class discussion will be considered for the participation 
grade. 
 
Final grades will be assigned on a percentile basis as follows: 
A = 90-100%   B = 80-89%  C = 70-79%  D = 60-69%  F = 59% or less 
 
Plusses and minuses will be assigned as follows: 0,1,2 = minus; 7,8,9 = plus 


